Applying the PDR principle to AIDS.
The principle of pathogen-derived resistance (the PDR principle) has been put forward as a broadly-applicable conceptual tool for use in designing genes which will confer resistance to pathogens. This paper reveals an example of how the PDR principle may be applied in the field of human medicine. Specifically it is shown how the PDR principle can be employed in designing a series of genes which should be capable of protecting human blood cells from the retrovirus causing the AIDS disease. Prospects are discussed for using such genes in gene therapy treatment of people infected with this virus.